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Project Brokerage 

sessions: 

Energy  Oct 2016 

Going Green in 

Seventeen Jan 2017 

 

ERRIN Four Ps 

Policy 

Projects 

Partner- 

ship 

Profile 

Supporting project development and  

engaging ERRIN regions in EU  projects 

Raising the profile of ERRIN 

 and member regions in Brussels 

 

Influencing EU Research  

& Innovation Policy 

 

 

Synergies 

Cohesion Policy 

Smart Specialisation 

Innovation Policy 

Horizon 2020 future  

 

 

Ho 

 

Working with our 

members 

Joint events – 

EURADA/ERRIN and 

CEFIC/ERRIN 

ERRIN/AER 

MoUs 

 
 

 Average of >2 

events/invitations to 

speak per week 

ERRIN in projects e.g. 

‘SmartSpec Project’ 

with ten ERRIN 

regions 

Partner Searches on 

website 

www.errin.eu  

http://www.errin.eu/
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Opening 
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Specialisation 

Policy 

ERRIN Working Groups 2016 
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Working Groups  
• Develop an annual work plan 

with broad objectives and 

planning 

• Meet approx 4 times per year 

• Most meetings involve Brussels 

representatives 

• Regional experts needed for 

brokerage events for project 

development 

Working Groups – what do they do? 

Working 
Group  

Policy 

Projects 

Partnership 

Profile 

Brokerage 

sessions x 1 

per year  

EU 

institutions  

- speakers 

Other 

networks 

Regional 

presentations 

Project 

dissemination 

Making 

contacts 

Regional interests 

& 

competences 

Developing  

positions 

Sharing 

knowledge 

Mutual 

learning 

Visibility 

Early 

intelligenc

e 
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ERRIN mapping of Bio-economy 

regions 
 24 regions in 11 countries 

 All regions have bio-economy as a S3 priority 

 All regions rate themselves as advanced or less 

advanced 

 Main aims of regions 

 Create a sustainable economy 

 Attracting investors and exports 

 More jobs 

 Better and new products 

 



6 

ERRIN mapping of Bio-economy 

regions 
 Main challenges 

 Lack of capacity 

 Awareness raising 

 Lack of research and development especially in new 

technologies 

 Regulation and red tape at EU, national and regional levels 

 More EU support to develop regional strategies 

 Inappropriate financial instruments 

 Logistics  
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ERRIN mapping of Bio-economy 

regions 
 Focus areas: 

 Food  
More resilient and efficient food chain 

Competitive food industry 

Healthy and safe foods and healthy diets 

 Blue Growth 
Innovation in Blue Growth activities 

Healthy oceans and seas 

Strengthening ocean and sea monitoring 

 Policies 
New approaches to governance and policies 

New value chains 

Innovation and skills 

 Fostering sustainable biomass 
Building a bio-based market of the future 
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European Bioeconomy 

Stakeholder Manifesto 
 Work in progress being developed with the new 

Bioecononomy Stakeholder Panel – includes regions… 
 Sanna Alaranta – West Finland 

 Fabio Boscaleri – Tuscany 

 Jorge Molina – Navarra 

 Maria Hollander - Varmland 

 Transition to a sustainable and circular economy is inevitable 

 Challenges and opportunities 

 Guiding principles 

 Actions 

 ‘Regions are key actors in developing a European bioeconomy 
and bioeconomy can make regions more attractive…Mutual 
learning between regions is essential and harmonise regional 
bioeconomy strategies and smart specialiation…’ 
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Future opportunities 

 Strengthening Smart Specialisation Strategies 

 EDP approach – business focus, cluster policy, value 

chains… 

 Territorial development approach – governance 

focus, inclusive and spatial thinking, quadruple helix, 

endogenous growth, attractive cities and regions, 

balanced development… 

 Grand challenges approach – solving societal 

challenges, stronger academic engagement, triple 

helix, science and society, open innovation… 
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Bioeconomy: holistic approach 

 

 

 
Growth 

and jobs 

Territorial 
development 

Societal 
challenge  

Climate 

change, 

resource 

efficiency

… 

Innovation, new 

products – 

aquaculture… , 

support for 

SMEs… 

Land use, connectivity, 

rural policies, skills,  

Regional attractiveness 

... 

What roles for 

regions? 

 
Implementation, 

impact… 

What role 

for EU? 

 
Policy… 

Funding 

support… 
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Bio-economy: ideas for the future (1) 

 Build in what works well and profile successful 
bio-economy innovation ecosystems  
 Should we copy Active and Healthy Ageing EIP and 

reference sites? 

 Reference Sites must be "ecosystems which comprise 
different players (including regional and/or local 
government authorities, cities, hospitals/care 
organisations, industry, SMEs and/or start-ups, research 
and innovation organisations and civil society), that jointly 
implement a comprehensive, innovation-based approach 
to active and healthy ageing, and can give evidence and 
concrete illustrations of the impact of such approaches on 
the ground". 
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Bio-economy: ideas for the future (2) 

 Strengthen and support ‘frontrunner’ 
regions – (Markku Markkula – pioneering 
regions) 
 The key success factor is a positive attitude towards 

curiosity, creativity, entrepreneurship and knowledge-
sharing based on the principles of open 
innovation…pioneering regions open new avenues for 
European success in RIS3 policy develop their 
collaboration mentality and working culture based on 
crossing boundaries and creating European 
partnerships through the help of new digitalised open 
innovation platforms and processes.  
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Bio-economy: ideas for the future (3) 

More support rural regions to create bio-

economy strategies and improve their  

awareness of value chains and logistics to 

improve exporting or internal capacities 

 Finland and Sweden are the top producers of 

Nordic bilberries, which end up primarily in China 

and Japan. From 2001 to 2010, the value of 

bilberry exports tripled to $370 million.  
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Bio-economy: ideas for the future 
(4) 

 Improve green and 
innovative public 
procurement in bio-
economy sector – a 
‘sleeping giant of 
innovation policy’  

 Use innovative 
public procurement 
to increase 
demand and 
support new 
markets 
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Bio-economy: ideas for the future (5) 

 Strengthen interregional 
cooperation through supported 
networking 

 S3 Agri-food Thematic Platform 
http://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/
agri-food  

 Strengthen Interreg-Europe post-
2020 to support networking of 
regions with bio-economy as a 
smart specialisation 

 Support the Vanguard Initiative on 
bio-economy 

 Lodz Declaration of Bioregions 
Central and Eastern European 
Bioregions Forum – macro-regional 
initiative 

 

http://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/agri-food
http://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/agri-food
http://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/agri-food
http://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/agri-food
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Bio-economy: ideas for the future (6) 

 Strengthen public/private links and 
engagement in EU programmes and 
initiatives e.g. Bio-based Industries 
Joint Undertaking - a €3.7 billion 
Public-Private Partnership (PPP) 
between the EU and the Bio-based 
Industries Consortium (BIC).  
 The BBI is about bridging key sectors, creating 

new value chains and producing a range of 
innovative bio-based products to ultimately 
form a new bio-based community and economy 

 8 bioregions from Poland is signing a LoI with 
BBI on closer cooperation ( Pomorskie, 
Lodzkie, Wielkopolskie, Dolnoslaskie, 
Malopolskie, Mazowieckie, Opolskie, 
Lubelskie) 

 

 

ERRIN has 

a MoU with 

the BIC 
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FP9 - Territorial dimension –  

early thinking 

Widening 

participation 

ESIF  RIS3 

Research 

Infrastructure 

Science With 

and For Society 

– citizen  

Excellence 

Challenges 

Industry Place-based approach to research and innovation 
Building effective research and innovation ecosystems 

Improved  
Synergies 

Strengthening 

Interreg-Europe 

Platforms 

Smart 

Cities/Urban   

Transport 

Clusters 

4.0 
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Synergies means preparing 

programmes before 2021 

FP9 topics 

Transpor

t 

AV1 Automated driving 

– research on IT 

and satellite 

systems 

 

Transpor

t 

AV2/

T1 

Automated driving 

– demo and pilot 

actions 

Smart 

Cities 

SC1/ 

T2 

Lighthouse 

projects 

 

 

 

 

 

Etc… 

ERDF Research and Innovation 

Research and 

Innovation 

Thematic 

Objective 

 

 

 

No territorial 

match 

 

T1 Test facilities for 

innovation in 

surface transport  

T2

… 

Support for 

Lighthouse 

projects involving 

physical 

infrastructure for 

housing and 

transport and ICT 

investment 

T3 Etc… 

Joined up discussions between DG RTD and DG Regio to  

exchange information on thematic areas  with territorial focus pre-

2021 
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Fill this gap with new/improved coordination mechanisms 

at the regional level:  ‘innovation brokers’, wider role for 

NCPs (see ‘Ideas for a European Innovation Council’, July 

2016, etc. Stronger focus on territorial impact and spatial 

planning?  

  



Project smedia 

www.interregeurope.eu/clusters3 

 https://twitter.com/CLUSTERS3eu  

http://www.interregeurope.eu/clusters3
https://twitter.com/CLUSTERS3eu

